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In all cases of suspected worms it is important
that the motions should be carefully examined
(and saved for the inspection of the medical at-
tendant) as it is impossible to arrive at a correct
diagnosis’ unless the worms or their eggs be
seen.

The illustrations on this page, which appear in
“ Qur Baby,” give an excellent idea of the various
kmds of worms.

ArnMENTS oF THE KyES.

Under this head-
ing the various
forms of ophthal-
mia are described,
also uleer on the
cornea, which de-
notes ill health. It
is always accom-
panied by pain,
watering of the
eye, and a fear of
light, The eye
‘generally waters a
good " deal, and
the ‘child will ab-
solutely . refuse to
allow it to be

: looked at. The
géneral treatment
consists of tonics,
good food, and
fresh air. The
medical attendant

" will- - probably
order atropine

- lotion - to-  he
dropped into the
eye, and perhaps
a blister on the
temple. It is im-
portant that medi-
cal advice should
be obtained with-
out -delay, as neg-
lected - cases - of
corneal ulcer may
end in destruc-
tion of the eye-
- ball.

Infl ammation
of the roots of the
eyelashes is a very
common disorder
among poor chil-
dren. The fol-
lowing is the de-
scription given hy
Mrs. Hewer:—

““The edges of the lids become red and irritable,
and a thick secretion is poured out which glues the
lids together. Scabs form and the lashes drop out
forming a very unpleasant spectacle. The great

line of treatment is cleanliness and tonics. The
scabs should be bathed off, and a little dilute yellow
oxide of mercury o1ntment smeared on. A child
that has once had the disease is very liable to have
it again.”
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Tar Ear. .

Otitis, or inflammation of the middle ear, is
briefly described. It is very painful and reveals
itself in fever, loss of appetite, and tenderness be-
hind the ear. The child probably cries persistently
and rolls its head from side to side. At an early
stage hot fomentations and poultices may pive re-
hef but medical assistance should always be sum-
moned without delay. If suppurutlon takes place
the pus is pent up, and the abscess is usually opened

by the surgeon
hefore it hursts,
when relief is oh-
tained. Trained
nurses know that
such cases require-
the greatest care-
and cleanliness in
nursing.

Drugs such as.
aconite, bromide-
of potassium,
calomel, opium,
and, we must
add, bicarbonate:
of soda, should
never '~ he given
without medical
direction. Bicar-
honate of soda
has a corrosive
action on  the
coats of  the
stomach,  which
may be very in-
jurious if it is.
given indiscrimi~
nately.

REnUuMATISM.

Mrs. Hewer
points out that
this  disease s

. very apt to bhe
. overlooked, espe-
cially in young
children, as the
joint  pains are
often very slight,
and are put down
by the mother or
nurse to ‘f grow-
ing pains.’”” The
serious thing
about rheuma-
tism in  young
children is, that
the heart is so
very liable to be-
come affected. Heart disease in children is always
dangerous and often fatal. St. Vitus' dance may
follow an attack of rheumatism.

If a child complains of pains in its ankles, knees,
or wrists the hest thing to do is to keep it warm in
hed, and send for a doetor. In some cases mus-
eular rather than joint pains are complained of.
Should the heart he affected there may be vomiting,
hreathlessness, fever, and pain in the stomach.



previous page next page



http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME044-1910/page419-volume44-21stmay1910.pdf
http://rcnarchive.rcn.org.uk/data/VOLUME044-1910/page421-volume44-21stmay1910.pdf

